Page 1 0of 16

Newspaper Clips

July 19, 2013

Indian Express ND 19/07/2013 P-9

CBSE letterbehind =~ |
JEE percentile  IIT aspirants
calculation goof-up from AP

CHITLEEN K SETHI
CHANDIGARH, JULY 18

THE goof-up in the calcula-
tion of percentile for the Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE)
2013 can be traced to a set of
contradictory instructions is-
sued by the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
to the school boards.

A letter sent by CBSE
chairman Vineet Joshi on
June 17 to the Punjab School
Education Board, a copy of
which is with The Indian Ex-
press, clearly states that admis-
sion to II'Ts will be “based on
categorywise all-India rank in
JEE (Advanced), subject to
the condition that such candi-
dates are in the top 20 per-
centile of successful candi-
dates in Class XII
examination conducted by
their boards in applicable cat-
egories.” The same letter,
however, gives a formula for
calculating the percentile
based on the total number of
students who appeared for the
exam and not the total num-
ber of successful candidates.

I

It even gives an example
of such a calculation, which
also shows the percentile
based on the total number of
candidates who appeared for
the exam.

Following this formula,
the Punjab board calculated
the top 20 percentile candi-
dates from the almost 3.3 lakh
candidates who appeared for
the exam, instead of the 2.2
lakh students who had actu-
ally passed, and prepared a list
of over 67,000 students (in
general category). It is learnt
that over 750 students from
the Punjab board have made it
to the JEE (Advanced).

While Joshi could not be
contacted, CBSE advisor BM
Gupta maintained that the
calculation on the basis of the
total number of candidates
who appeared for the exam
was correct.

However Prof H C Gupta,
organising chairman, JEE
2013, had told The Indian Ex-
press on Tuesday that the top
20 percentile was to be calcu-
lated on the basis of students
who passed the exam.

Deccan Herald ND
19/07/2013 P-6

await justice

HYDERABAD, DHNS: Several
Andhra Pradesh IIT-aspirants
who missed the bus due to
wrong calculation
of their 12th standard
cut-off marks by the authori-
ties, are waiting for justice with
fingers crossed.

Following intervention
by Union Human Resource
Development Minister Pallam
Raju, the state authorities are
now engaged in revising the list
of students who figure in the
top-20 percentile category.

As per the norm fixed by the
CBSE, only those who are
among the top-20 percentile
category in the qualifying 12th

standard examination of their

respective state boards are eli-
gible for admission to the ITTs.
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Protest intensifies, govt moves to
decide on lIT-Kharagpur director
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ANUBHUTI VISHNOI CVC, nudged by the human its subsidiaries between 2001 fited from it in any way, the theyoungestwinner’softheS$S
NEW DELHI, JULY 18 resource development min-  and 2004; it wanted a major  ministry told the CVC about Bhatnagar Award, dean of
istry, will decide on penaltyagainsttheothersbuta two months ago, so he should Sponsored Research and In-

ITH students, fac-  Chakrabarti’s appointmentin ~ minor one against notbe penalised. dustrial Consultancy, IIT

W ulty and alumni the nextfew days. Chakrabarti though the IIT’s The CVChasbeenexam-  Kharagpur from 2004 to 2013.
stepping up The ministry’s selection  board of governors had given  ining the issue since. To arrive And, it seems, he is also

protests against delay in the committee recommended himaclean chit. atafinal decision,itwillhave popular Wwith the IIT’s stu-
appointment of Prof Partha  Chakrabarti for the post in The ministry, on its part, to consider its recommenda-  dents, faculty and alumni, who
Pratim Chakrabarti as direc-  July2012buthisappointment ~ admitted that Chakrabartihad ~ tion for a penalty asmuchas  have launched a “PPC for Di-
tor of IIT Kharagpur, pending  raninto trouble with the Vigi-  told Coal India that the com-  the IITboard’scleanchitand rector” campaign — the fac-

the Central Vigilance Com-
mission’s (CVC) approval,
and threatening to move
court, the government is mov-
ing toresolve the issue.
Sources said that the

lance. The CVCsought action
against him, prof R N Banerjee
and IIT Patna director A K
Bhowmick for their role in the
coal-net scam, involving com-
puterisation of Coal India and

puterisation project was not
outsourced — though it was
— but maintained that it was
just an oversight. He had not
negotiated the agreement,
handled the project or bene-

the HRD ministry’s defence
of Chakrabarti.

Allegations of wrongdoing
aside, Chakrabarti comes with
animpressive resume: a Presi-
dent’s Gold Medallist, one of

Hindu ND 19/07/2013 P-15
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ulty have been wearing black
badges in protest since July 15
and many sat on a hunger
strike on July 17 — and have
threatened to move court ifhe
isnot made director by July 29.
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SC rejects common

-

medical entry exam

In 2-1 verdict, top court says plan is unconstitutional

UTKARSH ANAND
NEW DELHI, JULY 18

EJECTING the one-

nation-one-test pro-

posal of previous hu-
man resource development
minister Kapil Sibal, the
Supreme Court Thursday
held the all-India common en-
trance test for medical admis-
sions as illegal and unconsti-
tutional, saying it interfered
with the rights of private, mi-

nority and linguistic institu-
tions to admit students.

Ina?2-1splitverdict onthe
validity of the National Eligi-
bility Entrance Test (NEET), a
bench led by Chief Justice Al-
tamas Kabir said that the
Medical Council of India and
the Dental Council of India
lacked legal authority to con-
trol admissions to MBBS,
BDS and post-graduate
courses. This viewwas shared
by Justice Vikramjit Sen.

“The right of the MCI and
the DCI to prescribe such
standards has been duly
recognised by the courts.
However, such right cannot be
extended to controlling all ad-
missions to the medical
courses, being run by differ-
ent medical institutions in the
country. At best, a certain de-
gree of control may be exer-
cised in regard to aided institu-
tions, where on account of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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SC rejects medical CET

funds being provided by the govern-
ment, it may have a say in the affairs of
such institutions,” the bench said as it
quashed the four notifications issued
bythe MCIin2010and 2012on NEET.

It said that neither the MCI Act nor
the regulations had vested MCI with
any authority to conduct examinations
for NEET, thereby effectively taking
away the right of medical colleges and
institutions, including those run by reli-
gious and linguistic minorities, to make
admissions on the basis of their own
rules and procedures.

“The power to frame regulations
for the conduct of professional exami-
nationsis a far cry from actually holding
the examinations and the two cannot
be equated...we also have no hesitation
in holding that the MCl is not empow-
ered under the Act to actually conduct
the NEET”itsaid.

The majority verdict said that the
right to admit students in different edu-
cational and medical institutions was
anintegral part of the right to adminis-
ter and it could not be interfered with
except in cases of maladministration
or lack of transparency.

Citing constitutional provisions
and various precedents, the court said
the right to administer an educational
institution would essentially include
the right to admit students and this right

could not be taken away on the basis of
notifications issued by the MCI and
DCI, which had no authority to do so.

It held the policy tobe “ultravires”.

The court also said that the desire to
give due recognition to merit was “laud-
able” but the pragmaticrealities have to
also be kept in mind when policy deci-
sions are taken in matters such as this.

“In a single-window competition,
the disparity in educational standards in
different parts of the country cannot
ensure a level playing field...the deci-
sion of the Central government to sup-
port a single entrance examination
would perpetuate such divide in the
name of giving credit to merit,” it said.

However, authoring a dissenting
judgment, Justice A R Dave held
NEET tobe not only legally and consti-
tutionally valid but added it would
prove tobe a “boon” to students aspir-
ing to join the medical profession.

“If only one examination in the
country is conducted and admissions
are given on the basis of the result of
the said examination, in my opinion,
unscrupulous and money-minded busi-
nessmen operating in the field of educa-
tionwould be constrained to stop their
corrupt practices and it would help a
lot, not only to the deserving students
but also to the nation in bringing down
the level of corruption,” he said.
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‘Corridor talk’ predicted doom for NEET

Advocates Knew Crux Of Majorlty Demsmn

Dhananjay Mahapatra | TNn
New Delhi: The

-eligibili-
ty test for 38,000 MBBS, BDS
andM‘Dsenhoﬁ'emdbygov
ernment and at a premium
by private medical colleges.

The buzz turned out to be

tice AR Dave would dissent.

Shankarnarayan wrote:
“In a little while, on his last
_ day in office, the Chief Justic-
e'scourt will deliver themuch
~ awaited judgment concern-
‘mgthemmnyumnmuon
- al medical entrance test to be
Ai Std T the

ure as the CJI—from Septem-
ber 29, 2012 till July 18, 2013 —
was peppered with controver-
sies: be it for the way the Saha-
ra-Sebi tussle was heard out of

some of the interesting choic-
esmade by the collegium.

Shankarnarayan  notes |
theseaspectsbutdoesnotforget |
to give credit to Justice Kabir |
where it was due. “To be fair to

0I.D SYSTEM | until 2012, most
_ states followed their own admission
pmoedum. some used class XII
~ scores and others conducted entrance
- exams. In Maharashtra, the state

i adminlstered MHT-CET whose scores
- | were used by government institutes;
~ an association of private colleges
Z meanwhile had its own entrance
- exam. The Central Board of Secondary
~ Education (CBSE) conducted the All-
ndia Pre-Medical Test and 15% of
‘seats in all medical and dental
colleges nationwide were reserved for
_candidates appearing for this test

1 FINDING THE RIGHT ANSWER

NEET SYSTEM | Admissions to all

government medical and dental
colleges across the country were based
on the scores of the Medical Counil of
India’s National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET). For under-
graduate courses it was administered
by the CBSE, and for post-graduate
courses by the National Board of
Examinations. The first NEET was
conducted for the term beginning 2013.
An all-India merit list was generated
along with a separate merit list for
each state. Private colleges too were
asked to accept NEET scores

| CHALLENGE )

Apart from private colleges, state governments of Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu moved court against the NEET system

COURT
VERDICT

he powers conferred on MCI and Dental Council of India
under the provisions of the Indian Medical Council Act,
i411:0:14,U 13 1956, and the Dentists Act, 1948...are restricted to laying down
standards which are uniformly applicable to all medical
colleges and institutions in India to ensure the excellence of
medical education in India.... The MCl is not empowered under
the 1956 Act to actually conduct the NEET

Yogita Rao & Hemali Chhapia | Tnn

Mumbai: Lakhs of medical
aspirants in the country are
left facing mid-course chang-
es in their preparations after
the Supreme Court decided
to quash the single-window
National Eligibility-cum- En
trance Test (NEET).

adopt NEET. Months after its ac-
ceptance, the test has got can-
celled. Most students start pre-
paring for entrance examin-

ations in class XI. We will now
havetomakemajoradjushnmts
to our preparation methods.

Students in Maharashtra volved

are also upset because NEET
was based on NCERT syllabus
of class XIand XII, whereas the
state’s MHT-CET is based on
state board curriculum of class
XII. Although the state board
toohasadopted most of NCERT
course outline, the syllabus for

about NEET was more extensive. So,

many pupils complain that they
have spent months studying
topics that may no longer be
crucial for them to get admis-
sion inamedical college.

Students dismayed by changes

any new system,” said a parent.
“Students have to go
through unnecessary stress
due to such changes,” said Aa-
kash Chaudhry, director of Aa-
kash Educational Services.
Chirag Shah, a PG stu-
dent, had toundergoatesting
time this year with the imple-
mentation of NEET. “The
court case delayed our en-
trance test results by three
months, in turn delaying ad-
missions,” said Shah.
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Ex-MCI chief: SC
ruling unfoate

Durgesh Nandan Jha | TNN

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court decision to scrap NEET
— the single window admis-
sion route for MBBS, BDS and
post-graduate courses — has
come under a scathing criti-
cism from several academici-
ans including Dr SK Sarin, the
former chairman of the board
of governors of Medical Coun-
cil of India. Sarin, one of the
key persons behind the move,
has termed the SC order an un-
fortunate and regressive step.

“While I have full faith in the
judiciary and respect the NEET
verdict, Ithink it isa bit unfortu-
nate. Thedecision takesaway all
our efforts to streamline the ad-
mission process. We are back to
square one,” the former MCI
chief said. Sarin was appointed
as the head of the MCI board of
governors in May 2010.

“Implementation of NEET
wasone of thekey decisions tak-
en during my tenure. The SC it-
self gave a go-ahead to the pro-
posal in December 2010
following which a gazette notifi-
cation was issued for its imple-
mentation,” he said. The exam-
inations were conducted for
both UG and PG courses under
NEET format recently; thus do-
ingaway with theneed toappear
for separate tests for the autono-
mous institutions, state and pri-
vate medical colleges.

Sarin said that NEET was
born after due diligence and
consultation with all stakehold-
ers including the various sec-
ondary boards — CBSE, ICSE,

VENTING IRE:S K Sann

Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh
Board, and the representatives
of more than 300 government
and private medical colleges.
“There was near unanimity
among all over the need for a
common exam. Subsequently,
the health ministry entrusted
the CBSE and the National
Board of Examinations for un-
dergraduate and PG courses re-
spectively to conduct the ex-
ams,” Sarin, a renowned gastro-
enterologist and current head of
the Delhi-based Institute of Liv-
erand Biliary Sciences said.
Experts say appearing for
multiple tests spend lot of
money which includes the
cost of form, which range
from Rs 1,000 to Rs 3,000,
amount spent on travelling,
andthereisalsoavariation in
the examination pattern.
“When there can be a com-
mon entrance exam for engi-
neering, why not for medical
courses?” Sarin asked. The Sa-
rin-led MCI had also put forward
a proposal to start the licentiate
examination to assess standards
for an Indian Medical Graduate
under its “Vision 2015’ initiative.
Itisyettobeimplemented.
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Medical muddle

CJI Altamas Kabir and
Justice Vikramyjit Sen
held that a common
test will hit rural
students, but Justice
A.R. Dave said it will
end the corrupt
practices of private
medical colleges.

P-2

STUDENTS HIT

mCritics say the verdict
favours private players
in the field of medical
education who charge
lakhs of rupees in capi-
tation fees and many
are even alleged to be
selling seats. So, stu-
dents will have to shell
out a lot of money to
get admission. And
those who can’t

afford to pay will be

at a disadvantage

mSince every state and
private college conduct
its own entrance exams,
students will be required
to travel across India to
write multiple exams

SCverdict
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quashing

single entrance test

for medical courses

has invited criticism

By Mail Today Bureau in New Delhi

THE hopes of lakhs of medical
aspirants were shattered as the
Supreme Court on Thursday
quashed the notification for hold-
ing a single common entrance test
for admission to medical and den-

tal colleges across India.

In a verdict, which crit-
ics said was a boost for
private players at the
cost of inconvenience to
students, a three-judge
bench presided over by
Chief Justice Altamas
Kabir quashed by a 2:1
majority the notifica-
tions issued by the Med-
ical Council of India
(MCI) and the Dental
Council of India (DCI)
for conducting the
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET).

Chief Justice Kabir and
Justice Vikramjit Sen held
that the common entrance
test for admission in med-
ical colleges violated the
right of proprietors of pri-
vate institutions and also
the right of minority insti-
tutions to admit students
of their choice. The court,
however, clarified that the
verdict will not affect the
admissions already made.

The two judges stressed
that the decision violated
the right to trade under
Article 19(1)(g) and vari-
ous other fundamental
rights. Besides, the right of
MCI and DCI to prescribe
standards of education
could not be extended to
controlling all admissions.

They ruled that a single
test would gve an edge to
students in big cities as the
standard of education was
not the same throughout
the country. The decision
would thus perpetuate the
divide between urban and
rural areas.

However, Justice Anil R.
Dave, batting for students

NO QUOTA
INFACULTY

THE Supreme Court
on Thursday ruled
against reservation in
appointment to fac-
ulty positions in
super-specialty
cmlgses in ?edical
colleges. A five-judge
Constitution bench
headed by CJI Alta-
mas Kabir passed the
order while allowing
petitions challenging
quota in faculty posi-
tions in AIIMS. Not-
ing that the court had,
in the Indra Sawhney
case, advised against
reservation in techni-
cal posts, the bench
said it could not take
a different view.

in his minority judgment,
said the introduction of
NEET would ensure more
transparency and less hard-
ship to the students.
Justice Dave held in his
dissenting judgment that
a common entrance test
was not only legal but also
“a boon for students” as it
would “put an end to cor-
rupt practices of unscerupu-
lous and money-minded
businessmen operating in
the field of education”.
The health ministry is said
bl
ct and is repo plan-
ning to seek legal opinion
on areview petition.



Chetna Mehra

Chennai, July 18
You don’t have to ace the
Common Admission Test and
go through a gruelling inter-
view process to engage in
those intellectually stimulat-
ing business discussions with
the country’s leading profes-
sors. India’s top management
institute, the Indian Institute
of Management - Ahmedabad
(IIM-A), is giving an opportu-
nity to everyone by launching
FacConnect - a unique social
interaction initiative by the
student body which handles
the institute’s external rela-
tions.

The social media initiative
aims at extending the insti-
tute’s online outreach. The
programme will give interest-
ed netizens a chance to inter-
act with faculty members of
IIM-A and engage in discus-
sions with them on selected
topics.

“The areas of discussion as
well as the faculty members
will be chosen keeping in
mind some of the most press-
ing concerns of the day,” said
Sarthak Phadke, member of
the media cell at IIM-A, in an

Business Line ND 19/07/2013 P-20

Meet IIM-A faculty -
without going to B-school
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e-mail reply. “The initiative
wilk provide an opportunity
for complete outsiders to in-
teract and discuss issues and
relevant topics with (our) re-
puted faculty.”

The outreach programme
also gives an opportunity for
aspiring students who want
to join the reputed B-School a

£38 tallong About S - 3,080 were Sece

- w10,241

Phstos

glimpse of what one can ex-
pect in the premier institute.

The business school is us-
ing a mix of social media
platforms such as Google
Hangout, Facebook and Twit-
ter to launch and execute the
discussions.

The shortlisting for the

programme will be done on

tkee

the basis of answers and es-
says submitted by those in-
terested.

“Unlike conventional
methods, social media has the
ability to reach thousands of
people at on€ go, it will also
allow us to get feedback
about the activity regularly
and . introduce  required

Page 10 of 16

changes,” added Phadke. Ne-
tizens will have to go through
an online submission and
shortlisting process to inter-
act with a new faculty mem-
ber each month.

The discussions will take
place on Google Hangout on
topics such as public systems,
business policy, marketing,
and ethics in business. The
initiative is primarily aimed
at students and professionals
who have a keen interest in
such topics. Participants with
a non-management back-
ground are also eligible to
apply. j

The institute has a social
media presence on multiple
platforms including Word-
press. “With the current mi-
gration of offline to online
and large number of tradi-
tional media houses moving
to online editions, online con-
tent is slowly building cred-
ibility with the audience as
well,” said Phadke. “Coupled
with the ease of use and the
speed, it is very crucial for the
dissemination of informa-
tion.”

The [ast date for register-
ing for FacConnect is July 24.
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Industry-Academia
Partnership

»»From Page 1

The participating IITs are Delhi,
Madras, Kharagpur, Kanpur,
Roorkee, Bombay, and Guwahati.

“We are currently working out
the details of the programme in
consultation with Nasscom,”
says Prof Bhaskar Ramamurthi,
director, IIT-Madras.

“We are also hoping to rope in
more than 500 mentors on a vol-
untary basis from industry and
academia,” adds AK Ray, profes-
sor of the Centrefor Educational
Technology at IIT-Kharagpur.

Thisisthebiggestindustry-aca-
demia partnership to help stu-
dents and professionals access
top-quality course content and
meet specific industry demands.
“Forthefirst time, students from
both rural areas and metros will
have access to the same content,
channel, tests, experts and certi-
fication,” says Cognizant’s Na-
rayanan.

People who take the courses
will beeligible towrite proctored
exams for a minimal fee and get
certificates. For the computer
science courses, IIT will give cer-
tification. For the foundation
courses, industry will give certif-
icates. It could also be a joint cer-
tification with II'Ts.

“Students from the second year
onwards in science and engi-
neering from any college can
take the courses that will be of-
fered multipletimes a year,” says
Andrew Thangaraj, associate
professor of electrical engineer-
ingatIIT-Madras. “It willmakea
difference in their career pro-
gress.”

Google is providing its Course
Builder platform for hosting
MOOCs. HackerRank will pro-
vide their web portal, where stu-
dents can practise their pro-
gramming assignments and get
them verified and graded.

Till now, II'Ts have been offering
open courseware onthe National
Programme on Technology En-
hanced Learning (NPTEL). This
is a repository of video lectures
created by professors of the sev-
enolder IITs and IISC-Bangalore
available to anyone, anywhere in

the world on Youtube etc. Howev-
er, NPTEL does not give any cer-
tification; neither does it have
any interaction or synchronised
classes. In the next phase of
NPTEL, all these seven IITs and
industry have joined hands to of-
fer courses on the web-based
MOOCs platform, which will al-
so offer certification.
“Cognizanthasbeendiscussing
this idea with academia and in-
dustry for the past three years...
Cognizant will make available
infrastructure at its training fa-
cilities during off-peak times,
such as weekends, to enable stu-
dents to take tests and get certi-

fied,” says Na-
rayanan.
Initially, II'T's will
. . run three mini
o modules of a com-
puter science
students course, including
fromthe programming, al-
secondyear £orithm, and data
onwardsin  structures. Each
scienceand module will have
engineering 12 lectures and
fromany there will bea total
collegecan  of 36 lectures over
takethe 12 weeks.
m‘l’l";:s that  Going forward,
the plan is to re-
;ﬁ{ﬁ,‘: . peat this model in
timesa year VLSI (very large

scale integration)
embedded systems and other
branches of engineering and
general sciences.

“Industry is getting involved
with inputs on applicability and
problem-solvingaspects with the
aim of making students more in-
dustry and job-ready;” says Sand-
hya Chintala, executive director,
sector skills council, Nasscom,
who is leading the programme
for the industry association.

Industry has also shared a brief
on the skills needed for 67 entry-
level job roles. IITs will make
these available on MOOC plat-
form. “This is the first time that
industry has articulated the per-
formance of an individual at an
entry-level job role. This clarity
will help formal or non-formal
training institutions to get peo-
ple job-ready,” says Chintala.
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Jab life ho out of control... II'T-B sings 'all izz well'

Thursday, Jul 18, 2013, 10:20 IST | Agency: DNA

Kanchan Srivastava
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Around 800 new students admitted in various B Tech courses this year in 1T Bombay will undergo a
comprehensive counselling programme within a week of joining. The Institute has chalked out a half-day
workshop on “Preventive Mental Health” to be conducted by end of July and which is mandatory for all
students to attend.

The workshop aims to boost students” “mental and emotional well-being”.

Students will learn how to tackle homesickness, deals with hostel conflicts and take on the academic pressure
that comes with a robust curriculum. A panel of experts from Tata Institute of Social Sciences and other
institutes has been invited to conduct the workshop. The new academic year starts on Thursday.

Most first year students are teenagers. As all the 11T courses in are essentially residential, all of them will be
staying in hostels which might be a new experience to most of them.
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Prof Urjit Yajnik, dean of students affair, told dna, “We have permanent counselling at the campus for students.
This year we decided to start off with a comprehensive session also, so that students know better how to deal
with situations before they become too complex or get out of hand.”

The workshop will also be attended by senior students who play the role of the “mentor” to new students. IITs
had started a mentor programme a couple of years ago to support first year students.

According to a professor, several first year students need counselling during the course for various reasons
including homesickness, academic pressure and conflicts that come with shared hostel rooms. “Senior students
have a different set of emotional problems altogether, which includes relationship and career issues,” he added.

Shivani Manchanda, counsellor at II'T B who is finalising the finer details of the preventive mental health
session, says, “Loneliness and homesickness is what a new student feels once he/she joins. On the other hand,
for some students from a rural background it’s a cultural shock to shift from a vernacular medium curriculum to
an English curriculum. At the same time, they have to adjust with roommates and also handle academic
pressure.”

This workshop aims to address all those issues and the students will be told to approach counsellor if they can’t
handle any emotional situation. Several cases of suicide have been reported in IITs in the past, which alerted the
authorities, forcing them to establish counselling centres in the campus.
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8 Indian Universities receive Obama-Singh Grant for Higher Education

Reforms
duby 15, 20132

In a continuation of the educational partnership between India and the United States, eight institutional
partnership projects have been selected for the second round of Obama-=Singh 21st Century Knowledge Initiative
awards,

This initiative strengthens oollaboration and builds partnerships between American and Indian institutions of higher
education in prionty fields, Each project will be aw arded approximately $250,000 that can be used over a
three vear period, with the objectives of cultivating educational reform, fostering econornic growth, generating
shared knowledge to address global challenges, and developing junior faculty at Indian and Armedcan institutions of
higher learning.

Primne Minister Manmohan Singh and President Barack Obama announced the Obara-Singh Initiative in Movermber
2009 as an affirmation of their comrmitrent to building an enhanced India-0.%. partnership in education. Each
govemment pledged $5 million for this endeavour, for a total of $10 million.

U.5. led Partnerships:

Harvard School of Public Health
Project Title: Harvard-India Mutrtion Initiative
Partner Institution: 5¢ Johns Research fnsttute, Banoalors

Chio State University

Project Title: The STEM Faculty Project: Training the Mext Generation of STEM Faculty at Higher Education
Institutions in India

Partner Institution: Aligarh busim University

University of Massachusetts, Amhberst
Project Title: Inclusive Universities: Linking Diversity, Equity and Excellence for the 21st Century
Partner Institution: University of Pune

University of Morth Carolina, Chapel Hill
Project Title: Partnenng for Success: Advancing Sustainability Research and Education in India
Partner Institution: Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore

Indian led Partnerships:

Annamalai University
Project Title: Tamil Madu Energy Futures: Mapping Uncertainties and Risks
Partner Institutions: Tennessee Technological University

Azzam Agricutural University
Project Title: Engineenng ADP - Glucose Pyrophosphorylase (AGPase) enzymes for heat tolerance in rice
Partner Institution: Washington State University

Awvinashilingam Institute for Hom e Science and Higher Education for YWaomen

Project Title: A Sustainable 'Response to Intervention' model for successful inclusion of children with disabilities -4
India-US Partnership

Partner Institution: University of Minnesota, Minneapolis

Mational Ingitute of Technalogy - Trichy

Project Title: Cognitive based Curriculurn Developrnent Tool for ermerging areas of Computer Engineering and
Managernent Studies for improving Teaching-Learning Process

Partner Tnstititinn: Hniversity of Nevada. | as Yenas

The next request for proposals for the Obama-=ingh Initiative grants will be announced this maonth.
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